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Great news – Security Upgrades are under way! 

Hebrew Day received a Homeland Security Grant which has now 

funded, and you will see work being done to further tighten the 

physical security and safety of our campus. We also appreciate 

the active vigilance of our faculty and staff, and the full 

cooperation of our parents at all times.  We value your trust and 

we are working hard to stay ahead of all associated risks.  

 

Shabbat San Diego – Have you signed up? 

Next week there are great events taking place – Mega Challah 

bakes on Thursday, Havdallah concert on Saturday night with the 

Moshav Band, and, of course, the center piece: making this 

coming Shabbat the most meaningful ever for you and your 

children.  Please check with your shul and go on the 

www.ShabbatSanDiego.org website register.  Also, please 

consider hosting a family, or ask to be hosted by a family.  We 

would like every Hebrew Day family to take part. 

Mazal Tov… 

 

...Board Member Iliana Glovinsky on the birth of a grandson 
to Shalva and Alexi (Glovinsky, HDS Class of 2005) 
Mikhelashvili.  
 

...Jim and Celine Dujowich on the birth of their baby! 
 

...Aaron and Giulette Gipsman on the birth of a baby girl and 
to proud grandparents  Marc and Felicia Gipsman! 

Middle School pre-Algebra classes started 

the week out by turning the classroom 

into a life-sized coordinate plane and be-

coming human coordinate points to graph 

a line.  

The 8th grade continued the over 20 year 

tradition of going to the library to kick off 

their science fair research. Afterwards, we 

headed to Belmont Park to ride the roller 

coaster so we could discuss some physics. 

It was closed, but we managed to have 

some fun          anyway.  

http://www.ShabbatSanDiego.org
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 Parshat Noach 
OVERVIEW: Parshat Noah (Gen. Ch.6:9 – 11)  
It is ten generations since the creation of the first human. Adam's descendants have corrupted the world with immorality, 
idolatry and robbery, and G-d resolves to bring a flood which will destroy all the earth's inhabitants except for the righteous 
Noah, his family and sufficient animals to repopulate the earth. G-d instructs Noah to build an ark. After forty days and nights, 
the flood covers even the tops of the highest mountains. After 150 days the water starts to recede. On the 17th day of the 7th 
month, the ark comes to rest on Mount Ararat. Noah sends out a raven and then a dove to ascertain if the waters have abated. 
The dove returns. A week later Noah again sends the dove, which returns the same evening with an olive leaf in its beak. After 
another seven days Noah sends the dove once more; the dove does not return. G-d tells Noah and his family to leave the ark. 
Noah brings offerings to G-d from the animals which were carried in the ark for this purpose. G-d vows never again to flood the 
entire world and designates the rainbow as a sign of this covenant. Noah and his descendants are now permitted to slaughter 
and eat meat, unlike Adam. G-d commands the Seven Universal Laws: The prohibitions against idolatry, adultery, theft, 
blasphemy, murder, eating meat torn from a live animal, and the obligation to set up a legal system. The world's climate is 
established as we know it today. Noah plants a vineyard and becomes intoxicated from its produce. Ham, one of Noah's sons, 
delights in seeing his father drunk and uncovered. Shem and Yafet, however, manage to cover their father without looking at 
his nakedness, by walking backwards. For this incident, Canaan is cursed to be a slave. The Torah lists the offspring of Noah's 
three sons from whom the seventy nations of the world are descended. The Torah records the incident of the Tower of Bavel, 
which results in G-d fragmenting communication into many languages and the dispersal of the nations throughout the world. 
The Parsha concludes with the genealogy of Noah to Avram.    .(C) 2017  Ohr Somayach International  

DRASHA: 
The greater a person is or believes he or she is, the smaller the 
room for error in one’s life decisions. Had Noach been merely 
Mister Noach, his choice of beginning the world again with a 
vineyard and wine would have been acceptable and even 
understandable. After all, the trauma of the destruction of so 
many human beings in the waters of the great flood required 
some sort of release of tension and an escape mechanism. But 
he was not just plain Noach when the Lord commanded him to 
build his ark and restart humanity. 
  
He was Noach the righteous man of his generations, the 
person who represented goodness and service to God and 
humanity. He was special, an exalted person who overcame 
the influences of a wicked and dissolute society and withstood 
its ridicule and insults. A person of such noble character and 
pious nature should not begin the rebuilding of human society 
with vineyards and wine. 
  
It sent the wrong message to his progeny and through them to 
all later generations as well. Holy people are to be held to holy 
standards of behavior and endeavor. There is no one size fits 
all in ethical and moral behavior standards.  The rabbis of 
Midrash taught us that the greater the human capacity for 
holiness brings with it a commensurate capacity for dissolute 
behavior as well. 
  
The Talmud stated that it was the scholarly righteous who had 
the strongest evil inclination within them. The responsibility 
for spiritual greatness is commensurate with the capacity for 
holy greatness of each individual person. This is why Noach 
found himself criticized by Midrash and later Jewish biblical 
commentators in spite of the Torah’s glowing compliments 
paid to him in its initial description. 
  

A person of the stature of Noach should not be found drunk 
and disheveled in his tent, an inviting figure for the debauchery 
of his own offspring. The failure of greatness is depressing. As 
King Solomon put it: “If the flame has consumed the great 
cedars, then what else can be the fate of the hyssop of the 
wall?” 
  
Greatness carries with it enormous burdens and fateful 
consequences. As we pride ourselves on being the “chosen 
people” we are held by Heaven to behave and live our lives as 
being a chosen people.  Wine and drunkenness will not suffice 
for a nation that is destined to be a be a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation, a special people. 
  
Burdened by this greatness the Jewish people have fallen short 
of the mark numerous times in our history. But we have always 
risen again to attempt to fulfill our destiny and realize our 
potential. It is this characteristic of resilience, inherited from 
our father Abraham, that has been the key to our survival. We 
have constantly dealt with great ideas and issues. 
Drunkenness, whether physical or spiritual, has never been a 
trait of Jewish society. We are aware of the story and fate of 
Noach and therefore we pursue the greatness of Abraham as 
our goal in life.  
  
Shabat shalom.  Rabbi Berel Wein  (C) 2017 
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